
 2025 NDKA Fall Conference 
 North Dakota Kindergarten Association 

 1 Semester HoXr 
 ED 2000 - Valle\ Cit\ State UniYersit\ 
 October 4, 2025 - December 7, 2025 
 Am\ Neal - Recorder of Credit 

 CRXUVH DHVFULSWLRQ: 
 The North Dakota Kindergarten Association (NDKA) is bringing back oXr ke\note 
 speaker from 2024, Holl\ Ehle, to proYide professional deYelopment for earl\ childhood 
 teachers. Holl\ has embedded releYant research into her presentations Zhich sXpport 
 classroom instrXction for the Science of Reading and Writing. Her focXs this \ear is on 
 Zriting/encoding and also giYing attention to the top part of ScarboroXgh¶s Rope to 
 focXs on langXage comprehension. 

 PaUWLFLSaQW OXWFRPHV: 
 ThroXgh oXr face-to-face presentations from Holl\ Ehle, participants Zill gather ideas, 
 actiYities, strategies, gain confidence and Xnderstanding of beginning Zriting skills and 
 langXage comprehension from the Science of Reading. 
 Credit participants Zill haYe the opportXnit\ to participate in a book stXd\ to deepen 
 their knoZledge of langXage comprehension. We Zill be Xsing the book,  ³StriYe for 
 FiYe,  ́ b\ Tricia ZXcker and Sonia Cabell as oXr resoXrce.  This book starts Zith 
 Xnderstanding and defining the strands of LangXage Comprehension in ScarboroXgh¶s 
 Rope: Literac\ KnoZledge, VocabXlar\, Verbal Reasoning, BackgroXnd KnoZledge, and 
 LangXage StrXctXre. Participants Zill learn strategies for these strands and pXt them 
 into practice Zith classroom actiYities Zhile pXshing strategies into homes for parents. 
 ThroXgh an on-line sharing platform, participants Zill post assignment reflections of their 
 Xnderstanding and strategies the\ are Xsing in the classroom 

 CRXUVH RHTXLUHPHQWV: 
 In order to participate in credit, participants« 

 1)  mXst attend the Face-to-Face Conference in Bismarck, ND (7 hoXrs) 
 2)  mXst haYe FaceBook to join oXr priYate on-line platform to sXbmit assignments 

 and collaborate Zith the groXp. 
 3)  mXst pXrchase their oZn cop\ of  ³StriYe for FiYe,  ́  b\ Tricia ZXcker and Sonia 

 Cabell to Xse for the book stXd\ portion of the professional deYelopment. (8 
 hoXrs) 
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 CRQWaFW HRXUV: 
 (7 HRXUV) NDKA CRQIHUHQFH CRQWHQW 
 DaWH: OFWRbHU 4, 2025 
 TLPH: 8:00 - 3:30SP 
 POaFH: SXQULVH EOHPHQWaU\ SFKRRO - BLVPaUFN, NRUWK DaNRWa 
 KH\QRWH CUHGHQWLaOV: HROO\ EKOH,  Assistant Professor  of EdXcation, HXntington 
 UniYersit\. 

 *B.S. EOePeQWaU\ EdXcaWLRQ ZLWK a KLQdeUJaUWeQ EQdRUVePeQW, PXUdXe UQLYeUVLW\, 
 WeVW LaIa\eWWe (1993). 

 *M.A. EOePeQWaU\ EdXcaWLRQ ZLWK a ReadLQJ SSecLaOW\, IQdLaQa UQLYeUVLW\ (1999) 
 *CeUWLILcaWLRQV LQ EaUO\ EdXcaWLRQ LeadeUVKLS aQd CRJQLWLYe NeXURVcLeQce, HaUYaUd 

 UQLYeUVLW\ 
 *PK.D  CaQdLdaWe; ReadLQJ, LaQJXaJe, aQd LLWeUac\; CRQcRUdLa UQLYeUVLW\ CKLcaJR 

 (ABD). DLVVeUWaWLRQ ZRUN IRcXVeV RQ WKe acadePLc SUeSaUaWLRQ RI UeadLQJ 
 WeacKeUV LQ UeJaUd WR LPSOePeQWLQJ eYLdeQce-baVed, VcLeQce RI UeadLQJ aOLJQed 
 LQVWUXcWLRQ LQ WKe cOaVVURRP. 

 MRUQLQJ  (3.5 KRXUV): ³UVLQJ RXU SKRQLFV NQRZOHGJH WR ZULWH VXFFHVVIXOO\.´ 

 AIWHUQRRQ (3.5 KRXUV): ³BXLOGLQJ OaQJXaJH aQG FRPSUHKHQVLRQ VNLOOV ZLWK 
 HaUO\ UHaGHUV.´ 

 (8 HRXUV) OQ-OLQH BRRN SWXG\ CRQWHQW aQG OXWOLQH 
 PaUWLFLSaQWV PXVW KaYH FaFHBRRN WR MRLQ RXU RQ-OLQH SOaWIRUP. 
 TH[W RHVRXUFH:  ³StriYe for FiYe,´ b\ Tricia ZXcker  and Sonia Cabell 
 The 10 chapters in this book define and share strategies to enhance the 5 strands of 
 langXage deYelopment Zith earl\ readers.  Chapter content Zill be assigned for reading 
 and then reflected Xpon throXgh oXr online platform. After reading the te[t and YieZing 
 the embedded Yideos, participants Zill respond to specific qXestions for reflection. 
 Participants Zill interact in Zeekl\ groXp discXssion to share ideas and implementation 
 of the ideas from the aXthors. Assignments Zill be posted according to the dates listed 
 beloZ to keep participants on a manageable timeline. All assignments listed beloZ Zill 
 be on the Facebook page for collecting responses. 
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 Getting started Zith the te[t: ³StriYe for FiYe´ 
 1)  TXrn to page (7) and read the IntrodXction (pgs. 7-12). 
 2)  Check oXt the companion Zebsite Zith all Yideos and doZnloads. There is a QR Code on 

 the inside of the front coYer of the book 
 https://ZZZ.scholastic.com/content/edXcators/en/pro/striYeforfiYe.html  .  The short Yideos 
 throXghoXt the book (QR Codes) are the same Yideos in the Zebsite aboYe. 

 (2h)  October 11, Part 1: Understanding and Implementing  the FrameZork 
 Read pgs. 12 - 57 
 1) Read Chapter 1: What are the ke\ components of a StriYe-for-FiYe conYersation, and 
 hoZ do the\ contribXte to meaningfXl interactions betZeen teachers and stXdents? 
 2) Read Chapter 2: What eYidence does the book proYide to sXpport the impact of 
 strXctXred conYersations on stXdents¶ reading comprehension and oYerall literac\ skills? 
 3) Read Chapter 3: What strategies are recommended for integrating StriYe-for-FiYe 
 conYersations into dail\ classroom roXtines? What do \oX alread\ haYe embedded into 
 \oXr roXtine? 

 (1h)  October 18,  Chapter 4: Choosing Books that Spark  Rich ConYersations 
 1)  Read pgs. 58 - 71 
 2)  HoZ can carefXll\ chosen books enhance the qXalit\ and depth of classroom 

 discXssions? 
 3)  Does \oXr cXrrent cXrricXlXm haYe read aloXd materials that folloZ the criteria of 

 selecting good books for stXdent read aloXds? 
 4)  Do \oX Xtili]e the cXrricXlXm read aloXds or do \oX choose \oXr oZn books for 

 classroom actiYities? 

 (1h)  October 25, Chapter 5 - Go NXts Zith Words! -  BXilding VocabXlar\ Zith ConYersations 
 1)  Read pgs. 72 - 85 
 2)  What are some effectiYe techniqXes for Xsing StriYe-for-FiYe conYersations to e[pand 

 stXdents¶ YocabXlar\? 
 3)  HaYe \oX Xsed an\ of these techniqXes in the past and alread\ haYe them as part of 

 \oXr classroom conYersations? 

 (1h)  NoYember 8, Chapter 6 - Verbal Reasoning Zith  ConYersations 
 1)  Read pgs. 86 - 102 
 2)  What specific strategies can teachers Xse to encoXrage and deYelop stXdents¶ Yerbal 

 reasoning throXgh conYersation? 
 3)  Do \oX alread\ Xse an\ of these strategies and giYe an e[ample? 

 (1h)  NoYember 15, Chapter 7 - ConYersations BXild  KnoZledge 
 1)  Read pgs. 103 - 117 
 2)  HoZ do StriYe-for-FiYe conYersations contribXte to stXdents¶ knoZledge acqXisition and 

 retention? 
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 (1h)  NoYember 22, Chapter 8 - Modeling Formal LangXage  StrXctXre 
 1)  Read pgs. 118 - 127 
 2)  What are some e[amples of hoZ modeling formal langXage dXring conYersations can 

 benefit stXdents¶ academic langXage proficienc\? 

 (1h)  NoYember 29, Chapters 9 & 10 - Taking ConYersations  Be\ond the Classroom 
 1)  Read Chapter 9: What strategies can \oX share Zith parents to bXild 

 conYersations at home that ZoXld be beneficial to families bXt also attainable for 
 \oX as the teachers. 

 2)  Read Chapter 10: What is going to be \oXr easiest strateg\ to implement from 
 StriYe-for-FiYe? What is going to be \oXr most challenging strateg\ bXt \oX reall\ 
 Zant to implement it? 

 EYaOXaWLRQ POaQ: 

 1)  Participants Zill share 3 ideas the\ are taking back to their classrooms from the NDKA 
 Conference on October 4th Zith Holl\ Ehle in Mandan, ND. 

 2)  Participants Zill be  reflecting and commenting  Zeekl\  on qXestions in the 10 chapters from 
 ³StriYe-for-FiYe.´. 

 3)  This coXrse Zill be graded S/U. An ³S´ grade Zill reqXire: 
 a)  Participants attend the Face-to-Face NDKA Conference in Mandan, ND. 
 b)  Respond to discXssion qXestions for each chapter. 
 c)  Complete a final reflection at the Yer\ end of the coXrse. 
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